
I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

2010 Board of 

Directors Election  

3 

Presidentõs Message  4 

New Neighbors  6 

Labor Day Pig Out  7 

Community Impact 

Meets With 

NCDOT  

8 

Guest Rules 8 

ORMGA Member 

Guest  

9 

ORLGA Member 

Guest  

10 

Budget Process  11 

Letõs Wine a Little 12 

ORLGA Cancer 

Rally 

14 

Horseshoes 15 

Hope Harbor 

Benefit  

16 

Intercoastal Cup  17 

Bocce 18 

ORMGA 

Neighborhood  

Challenge  

19 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 0  V O L U M E  I I  I S S U E 8  

The Changing Tides of 

Ocean Ridge 
A publication for members of ORMA  

Living with Big Al 
When Lori and I moved into Ocean Ridge, we expected a 

wide variety of interesting neighbors, and we have not been 

disappointed.  Clandestine spies, CEOs, CFOs, 

entrepreneurs, fire fighters, federal government experts 

and wine gurus all grace our community.  I must admit, 

however, that the one neighbor that caught us off guard 

was Big Al.  You see, Big Al is a twelve foot alligator that 

frequents the pond behind our home on Tigerõs Eye 15. 

We were first introduced to Big Al one morning last 

summer when we came to inspect our home and the recent progress our builder had made.  We were 

shocked to see all the workers gathered near the pond, pointing to the sixteenth tee, instead of finishing 

the trim.  As we approached the pond, we noticed four hoofed feet extending from the pond in the 

distance.  It seems that during the night a deer had wandered a little too close to the pond for a cool 

drink and suffered the ultimate lesson Mother Nature has to offer.  An alligator had dragged the deer to 

its death.  The gator continued to òsnackó on the deer for several days, reminding us of the horrible 

scene that must have taken place only a few nights before.  Lori and I aptly nicknamed our new neighbor 

Big Al, an acknowledgement of who was the boss here. 

Over the weeks and months that have since passed, we have kept a watchful eye out for Big Al.  He is 

frequently seen lying in the sun in the bunkers across the pond.  Almost every time we wander to the 

shoreline of our pond we eye him warily.  Virtually every time we turn our back to continue our stroll, Al 

silently slips into the water and circles around behind us.  Big Al keeps a respectful distance but the 

reminder of the poor deer ensures we are extra careful around our neighbor.   

During the spring rush of golfers from the north, we witnessed many additional encounters worthy of 

note.  Several unsuspecting golfers have wandered into the bunkers searching for an errant shot only to 

be surprised by Big Al.  Iõm not sure I have ever seen a golfer jump as high as the guy who was talking to 

his buddy and not paying attention, only to stumble onto Big Al.  I both laughed and shuddered as he 

scrambled on all fours out of the pond-side bunker.  I watched another day as a golfer prodded Big Al 

with his ball retriever to the delight of his friends.  I had to shake my head at the stupidity of that one.  

One afternoon I was startled to hear a loud groaning and thrashing from the pond below my office.  

When I looked out, I was treated to an alligator romance that would make the most brazen man blush.  

I think it is important to note here that alligators tend to move around our community.  Iõm not sure if 

they pass through the pipes that connect many of the ponds or if they walk from pond to pond during the 

evening hours, but they surely move.  Just because your pond has never had gators in the past doesnõt 

ensure it is free of them now.  In fact, Big Al has wandered off in the past month or so, and could be 
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almost anywhere.  Just a friendly reminder to be extra careful when walking your dog or strolling close to 

any of the ponds! 

As we feel about all of our neighbors, Lori and I have grown a bit attached to Big Al.  He has delighted 

visitors and scared the pants off passersby.  He has earned the respect of our family, much the same as 

the Ospreys that feed regularly on the fish in our pond or the herons that prance around the shores.  If 

anyone sees Big Al, please send him home.  On second thought, you can keep him a little while longer! 

Bill Bonnington 

Staff Writer 

And they canõt see a thing except maybe his eye 

For heõs hoping somehow someone may just trip 

Heõll be there in a flash, get them tight in his grip 

Pull them back to the pond and then pull them 

under 

If youõre out on 15 donõt you make such a 

blunder 

In fact if your ball should land in that sand trap 

Consider it lost and just say òoh crap!ó 

So you lose a ball, add a stroke to your score 

Itõs better than going too near to the shore 

For the gator is there though he may not be 

seen 

Keep yourself on the fairway on Leopardõs 15. 

Leopardõs 15 ð Gator 

Mike Dailey 

Resident Poet 

I havenõt seen it but know someone who did 

And that alligator makes mine look a kid 

Heõs long and heõs fat and often is seen 

Sunning himself out on Leopardõs 15 

His size canõt be gotten by eating just fish 

A gator this size gets to eat what he wished 

Just the other day, right there at the pond 

A deer was just drinking and then he was gone 

Our friend said she saw legs fly up in the air 

She blinked, when she looked, he was no 

longer there 

Oh ð this gator is quick and this gator is mean 

She said it was gruesome and almost obscene 

And this gator she says watches people walk 

by 

mailto:e-newsletter@ormaonline.org
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2010 Board of Directors Election 
The Nominating Committee has prepared a slate of 12 nominees to be considered for election to the ORMA 

Board of Directors effective with the 2010 Annual Meeting.  Nine board members will be elected from this slate by 

secret ballot on a three year staggered term basis.  This Board will serve from the 2010 Annual Meeting through 

the 2011 Annual Meeting, when the membership will elect three new Board members, each to a three year term. 

Ballots have been prepared by our management company with the slate of candidates as submitted by the 

Nominating Committee.  Each nomineeõs photo, biographical highlights and pertinent comments regarding their 

qualifications for election to the board can be viewed at 2010 Nominees.  This information and a ballot was mailed 

to all property owners, accompanied by the notification letter and proxy for the Annual Meeting to be held on 

Saturday, September 18, 2010.  You will be able to cast your ballot either at the September 18 meeting or by 

proxy if you are unable to attend the meeting.  We urge all property owners to participate in the election of the 

2010ñ2011 board. 

John Cary 

Chair, Nominating Committee 

ORMA Annual Meeting  

Saturday, September 18, 2010  

10 a.m. 

Plantation Club  

 

Ocean Ridge "Meet at the Beach"  Social 

Please join us for summer fun with your friends and neighbors at beautiful Sunset Beach    

Thursday, August 12, at 6:00 p.m. 

Location:   End of walkway down from the Beach House 

 Bring your own food, beverage (no glass) and chairs.  Games will be available, but 

please feel free to bring any additional games. 

 Letõs have a great turnout for the last beach social of 2010! 

 ORMA Activities Committee 

Joanne Messerlie  

https://www.ormaonline.org/securepoa/documents/~$10%20BoD%20Nomination%20Announcement%20Revised%20062310%20628am.pdf
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Presidentõs Message ð August 
The months are passing so quickly.  Soon we will be concluding another ORMA Board year with the 

Annual Meeting scheduled for September 18, 2010.  By the time you read this edition of Changing 

Tides, you will have received your letter of notification for the Annual Meeting, proxy(ies), election 

ballot(s), and information relative to each candidate who is running for election to the board.  It is 

extremely important, if you currently do not reside in Ocean Ridge, and will not be attending the 

meeting, that you complete the proxy(ies) and ballot(s) with your selection of candidates and return 

them in the envelope provided.  Those members who reside at Ocean Ridge, who will not be 

attending the meeting are asked to complete their proxy(ies) and ballot(s) and drop them off to Gail 

Miller at the Property Owner Liaison (POL) Office.  Those attending the meeting can complete the 

proxy and ballot beforehand and drop them off at the POL Office or complete them when registering 

at the meeting.  Your return of the ballots and proxies is important to assure that the quorum 

requirement to hold the meeting is met and your votes for the candidates selected are recorded. 

Some months ago, a survey was conducted asking for your input as to what information you would 

like to see in this newsletter.  Many indicated they would like to know more about what was 

happening in Waterbrook Woods and Jaguarõs Lair.  To follow up on the earlier reports, I recently 

contacted Becky Noble, Vice President of Coastal Communities of Ocean Ridge, for an update.  I can 

report the following: 

¶ In Phase V, Waterbrook Woods, the storm water system, sewer and water system, curbing 

and road paving have been completed in front of 74 home sites in Section One.  Sewer 

installation is currently in progress for Section Two. 

¶ In Phase VI, Jaguarõs Lair, the sewer system is constructed in front of all home sites in Section 

One.  The water system is currently under construction in Section One: all waterlines have 

been installed; the system is being pressure tested and chlorinated; and installation of the 

individual services will commence this week.  Road paving was completed from the main 

entrance to just beyond the first residence in Phase VI, which was recently completed.  The 

road paving in this section could not be extended until the water system and certain utility 

construction was finished.  

¶ As reported in the past, work on the amenities that are planned for Phase V and VI will 

commence after all horizontal infrastructure is completely installed.   

Following this message is a collage of pictures to give you a perspective of what has been 

accomplished to date, and the ongoing construction work that is being conducted. 

Finally, the next Town Hall meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 16.  These meetings provide the 

opportunity for members to ask questions, address concerns and comment on ORMA and its 

operations.  We look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

I hope your summer is going well and as always, I welcome your questions and comments. 

George A. Woodard 

President  
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Waterford Woods & Jaguarõs Lair Photos 

Waterbrook Woods, July 23.  Surrounding 

photos show work in progress in June & July.  

Jaguarõs Lair Monument, July 23.  Surrounding photos 

were taken in June & July.  


