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Dreams of Spring 
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The Changing Tides of 

Ocean Ridge 
A publication of the Ocean Ridge Master Association  

Some Ocean Ridge residents report that this seasonõs cold 

spells have been the longest and coldest since they began 

wintering in coastal Carolina.  If you have a case of the 

winter blues or are just looking forward to the sights and 

smells of spring, join the Ocean Ridge Garden Club for 

their upcoming series of events. 

In February, Cheri McLain of Green Up Inc., a local 

landscaper, will present a program about the perennials 

that are suitable for the climate and growing conditions in 

Ocean Ridge.  The February meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, February 9, at 3 p.m., in the Plantation Club Member Lounge.  To sign up for the meeting, go 

to http://www.mysignup.com/garden_club_02_09_2010. 

Art Miller of Carolina Creations, another local landscaping company, will be the guest speaker at the 

March meeting.  Art will deliver a slide presentation on controlling pests in the landscape.  He will 

review fertilization, insecticide and fungicide.  Art will also advise us concerning fire ant, mole, cinch bug, 

flea, tick and disease control.  The meeting will take place Tuesday, March 9, at 3 p.m., in the Plantation 

Club Member Lounge.  Watch your inbox for the email announcing the sign-up for this meeting. 

Susan Gehris has arranged a tour of beautiful Airlie Gardens on Tuesday morning, April 13.  For those 

who have never been there, it is a feast for the eyes, with blooming azaleas, camellias, butterfly gardens, 

fountains and so much more.  The cost is a mere $5 for admission to the gardens.  We will car pool up 

to Wilmington in time to meet our 10 a.m. tour with a garden volunteer.  A tram will be in service to 

assist those who would like to hop on and off in different parts of the gardens during free, self-guided 

time, which begins at 11 a.m.  Weõll arrange lunch in Wilmington afterward if there is sufficient interest.  

Look for an email announcing the sign-up for this field trip. 

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Barbara Roth at 910-579-0180 or 

beee.roth@gmail.com. 

Carol Weaver 

Editor 

http://www.mysignup.com/garden_club_02_09_2010
mailto:beee.roth@gmail.com


This winter has brought some extremely cold weather for our area, causing golf course 

closures and the canceling of many days of scheduled golf.  For many, it was a break 

from golf and an opportunity to catch up on inside projects; I was one who needed that 

time. 

The new ORMA Board met for its organizational meeting on January 13.  At this first 

meeting of its term, the board members elected the officers for the 2010 term.  I was 

privileged to be elected to serve again as president and will be supported by Doug 

MacDonald, who will serve as vice president, John Wehner, who will serve as 

secretary, and John Cary, who will serve as treasurer.  With this slate of officers and 

the very talented group of directors-at-large, we look forward to a very productive 

year. 

At the same meeting, the 2010 committee chairs were approved by the board.  This 

year we have 11committees with six returning and five new chairs.  I am pleased to 

welcome Whit Clark, who will chair the Access & Safety Committee, Evelyn Stephens, 

who will lead the Activities Committee, Greg Kent, who will head the Budget & Finance 

Committee, Phyllis OõConnor, who will chair the Facilities Committee, and Carol 

Dunham, who will direct the Welcome Committee.  Their leadership will provide the 

continuity, energy and fresh views needed to assure that our association maintains the 

standards that have been established to serve the best interests of the community. 

Our next business board meeting will be held on March 3.  The first ORMA Town Hall 

Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 22.   

Letõs hope the month of February brings many warm days.  As always, we look forward 

to your help and support throughout the year. 

George A. Woodard 

President 

Message from the President 
P A G E  2  

The Changing Tides of Ocean Ridge  

Please send all articles and submissions via email to e-newsletter@ormaonline.org . 
Deadline for submissions:  15th of the month. 
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ORMA Appoints Five New Committee Chairs 
At its organizational meeting held January 13, the newly seated ORMA Board appointed five new committee chairs.  

Each of these community leaders explains his or her plans for discharging their committee responsibilities. 

My background of òacross the boardó educator and 

city councilman gave me a range of experiences that 

developed my organizational skills, capabilities to run 

meetings and lead discussions, and knowledge of 

security and financial responsibilities.  I am surrounded 

by very capable people who will share their expertise 

and advice in recommending sensible solutions to 

Access and Safety issues impacting Ocean Ridge.  

These talented committee members are: 

Doug McDonald, ORMA Board Representative; Guy 

Giancarlo, Vice Chair; Marty Alger, Consultant; Kay 

Cary; Dick Connolly; Don Eberhardt; Shelley Haskins; 

Dick Jania; Greg Lipscomb; John Piccarelli; Howard 

Ray; Carole Schuster; Art Thompson and Pete 

Williams. 

If you ever have concerns or potential solutions to 

Access and Safety issues, please share your thoughts 

with one of us.  We all look forward to a productive, 

proactive, and beneficial 2010. 

I have always been a believer that in 

order to get things done, one needs 

to be a part of the process.  In a 

community such as ours, we have 

chosen a beautiful area with 

delightful choices to occupy the time 

in our mature years.  There is always the need, however, 

to insure that what we now enjoy is maintained and 

secured as well as possible.  With those thoughts in 

mind, I have volunteered for several committees, 

including Access and Safety, Rules and Regulations, and 

Community Impact.  I remain on all three and have now 

assumed the chairõs role on the Access and Safety 

Committee.   

My year ahead will likely be filled with many needs to be 

addressed and solutions to be considered.  That makes 

this year exciting, for we have an active agenda and the 

potential to assist in making our community a safer and 

more secure place in which to live.  I believe most 

residents feel it is important to move in that direction 

while seeking reasonably priced solutions. 

Access and  Safety 

Whit Clark  

Activities  
Evelyn Stephens  

My husband Rick and I moved here 

from Ohio in December of 2006. 

Like many others here in Ocean 

Ridge, Rick and I love to travel 

whenever we can. We also still 

maintain an Ohio home and return 

there during the summers to be 

near our two children and three grandchildren. 

Since January of 2007 I have served on the Activity 

Committee, most recently as secretary.  Having been chosen 

to co-chair with Shirley Johnson, some of the activities we 

would like to see continued are the Memorial Day Picnic, 

Labor Day Event, the Christmas Holiday Gala and our newest, 

the New Years Eve Celebration.  We also want to 

continue the Easter Egg Hunt and  Summer Pool Party for 

the our young folks as well as visiting grandchildren. 

We continue to receive great support for our charitable 

events such as the back to school collection of supplies and 

clothes and the Christmas Angel Tree; we plan to continue 

these.  In order to do so we need people and we're always 

looking for new faces.  I urge you to join this year's Activity 

Committee.  Bring with you your new ideas and your 

energy and in return you will have fun and meet lots of new 

friends.  To volunteer, contact me at 575-6109.   

New Committee Chairs continues on  page 4 
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Budget and Finance  

Greg Kent  

I was born in 1951 and grew 

up in Hawthorne, New 

Jersey.  After graduating 

Hawthorne High School in 

1969, I attended Lafayette 

College and graduated in 1973 with a bachelor of 

arts in history and economics.  

My entire career was spent in the insurance industry, 

first with Prudential for two years and then as a 

partner in an independent agency.  We sold the 

agency to Wachovia Insurance Services in 2001, 

where I spent the final two years of my career.   

During my career, I served on numerous insurance 

company agency advisory councils, the Hawthorne 

Boys Club Board of Directors and was a Rotarian.  

In addition, I enjoyed coaching little league baseball, 

playing competitive fast-pitch softball, racquetball and 

golf. 

Wendy and I met in 1982, married two years later, 

and were fortunate enough to retire early and move 

to Ocean Ridge in December of 2003.  We both love 

to golf, go to the beach, cook, work in the yard and 

most of all enjoy the many friendships we have made 

here. 

Since moving to Ocean Ridge, I have served on the 

Golf Focus Committee and on the ORMA Insurance 

Committee since its inception.  For the last five years I 

have been on the ORMA Budget and Finance 

Committee, and served as vice-chair for the last three.  

As the new chair, I look forward to working with 

committee members and board representatives to 

maintain the integrity of our budget process and to 

continue to strengthen our reserves consistent with a 

conservative investment philosophy.  I would like to 

thank Bill Bixler, Phil Harrington and Rick Stephens for 

their many years of service on Budget and Finance, and 

welcome our new members, Frank Burianek, Howard 

Johnson and Mickie Underhill.      

Raised in Rochester, 

Minnesota, I went to 

work for IBM in 1966.  

Following the IBM 

tradition of òIõve Been Moved,ó my job took me 

from Rochester to Minneapolis, Minnesota, then 

to Moline, Illinois, back to Minneapolis, and from 

there to Denver, Colorado, and finally to 

various IBM Headquarter locations throughout 

New York and Connecticut.  It was in Danbury, 

Connecticut, where I was finally able to stay in 

one place and met my husband, Rich.  I opted 

for an early retirement program from IBM and 

went to work for Grubb & Ellis Management 

Services (GEMS), which was the company 

awarded the contract to provide facilities 

management support to all IBM corporate and plant 

locations throughout the U.S.  During my time with 

GEMS, I worked in various assignments including 

finance, business controls and as a portfolio 

manager.    

In 2004, Rich and I made the decision to leave the 

snow and cold weather behind us and move to 

sunny North Carolina.  I am currently active in a 

Mah Jongg group, bowl with the Ocean Ridge 

League along with handling the treasurer 

responsibilities for the league, have been a 

committee member of the Activities Committee for 

the past four years and most recently assumed 

Facilities  

Phyllis (Phyl) OõConnor 

New Committee Chairs (continued) 

New Committee Chairs continues on  page 5 
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New Committee Chairs (continued) 
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responsibility to chair the Facilities Management 

Committee.  While Rich is an avid golfer, I am currently 

taking lessons as a golfer wannabe.  

The purpose of the Facilities Committee is to oversee the 

operation, maintenance, enhancement and use of the 

Master Associationõs common facilities, including the 

Plantation Club, the Farm House at the community 

gardens, the Beach Club, and the Pavilion at the Nature 

Park.  In order to execute these responsibilities 

successfully, the Committee will ensure property owners 

are updated on all aspects of the facilities; serve as the 

primary liaison between the property owners and ORMA 

concerning the common facilities; manage the 

relationship with service providers to ensure proper 

maintenance of the facilities; identify what needs to be 

accomplished to improve the facilities and cooperate 

with other established committees where 

implementation of rules and regulations may overlap. 

In addition, the Facilities Committee is responsible for 

the annual evaluation of items for which capital 

replacement and repair reserve funding is accumulated.  

As repair or replacement is necessary, the Facilities 

Committee will secure written proposals for 

consideration by the Board of Directors. 

Welcome Committee  

Carol Dunham  

I retired to Ocean Ridge 

Plantation in 2008 after living in 

West Springfield, Virginia, for 

almost 30 years.  My husband, 

Eric, and I, live on Gladstone 

Circle.  

I retired as a career senior executive with the federal 

government after more than 36 years of experience in 

budgeting, financial management and internal 

controls.  I also have significant experience in strategic 

and long range planning.  In my last position as the 

chief financial officer for science and technology within 

the Department of Homeland Security, and prior to 

that as the budget director for the U.S. Customs 

Service, I oversaw policy, strategic and long-range 

planning, financial management, budgeting and internal 

controls for almost six billion dollars annually.   

I graduated from Averett University with a BAA in 

Business Administration and also attended the Federal 

Executive Institute program, òLeadership for a 

Democratic Society.ó 

In my non-professional life, I was a regular volunteer 

for my childrenõs schools, tutored and spent eleven 

years as a Girl Scout leader in Virginia.  Since moving 

to Ocean Ridge, I have participated in food drives and 

fundraisers for the local community.  I volunteer at 

Union Elementary and am a member of the Ocean 

Ridge Ladies Golf Association. 

Eric and I have five children.  Three of them were also 

drawn to jobs as public servants: one as a federal law 

enforcement agent, one as an inner city elementary 

school teacher and one recently discharged U.S. Army 

combat veteran. 

The purpose of the Welcome Committee is to prepare 

and conduct periodic meetings to welcome new 

homeowners to the community and to familiarize them 

with the entire ORMA organization and its key 

documents.  It also provides information to help new 

residents acclimate themselves to Ocean Ridge and 

Brunswick County.  
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Transition Update 
Transition occurred as scheduled on January 1, 2010.  As stipulated in the Covenants (CC&Rs), a number of the 

rights of the Declarant (developer) changed on that date; those changes are as follows: 

¶ The Declarant no longer appoints the members of the ORMA Board of Directors.  The first election of 

a Board by property owners will occur at the Annual Meeting in September 2010, as stipulated in the 

Bylaws; 

¶ The Declarant is now a class òAó property owner member, the same as all other property owners, and 

has one vote per property unit owned; 

¶ Beginning with 2010 assessments, the Declarant must pay the per lot assessments as rendered and no 

longer has the choice of deficit funding; 

¶ The Declarant can no longer unilaterally change the CC&Rs; 

¶ The Declarant can no longer disapprove actions of the Board and Committees that meet the terms and 

conditions of the CC&Rs and Bylaws. 

The affected ORMA committees have finished conducting audits of the various documents and processes 

related to their particular areas of responsibility.  Those audits are currently being reviewed and will be 

published upon the completion of that process. 

In addition, the ORMA Facilities Committee has conducted a physical inventory of all property owned by 

ORMA that is located at facilities owned or leased by ORMA.  This inventory is being reviewed to assure its 

accuracy.  Going forward, this inventory will be updated on a regular basis. 

We expect to complete the review of the documents and processes audits, as well as the property inventory, 

within the next 30 days.  Upon completion of those reviews we will inform all property owners how they may 

view those documents. 

John Wehner 

Transition Coordinator 

Horseshoes are being tossed on Monday afternoons. 

Meet at the Nature Pavilion at 3 p.m. 

For more information, contact Jack Anderson at  

910-579-3669 or andersonjack@atmc.net.   

mailto:andersonjack@atmc.net
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ORMGA Winter Frolic 
The Ocean Ridge Men held their Tenth Annual Winter Frolic tournament January 27 on Panther's Run.  The event was 

shortened to one day due to a weather cancellation on January 25. 

The winners were:  first flight: Dave Janowski (72); second flight: Dave Patterson (70) and third flight: Paul Socha (68).  

Charlie Augone made this putt in 

the Winter Frolic  Tournament.  
Norm Fitzgerald 

stares down his putt.  

Guy Giancarlo chips onto the 

18th green of Panther's Run in 

the Ocean Ridge Winter 

Frolic .  

Handicap Posting 

  

Ocean Ridge Golf  has installed a new Touch-Screen CGA Golfer 
Posting Menu to make posting your scores easier than ever. 

The computer remains in its location in the Pro Shop. 

The instructions are easy to follow. 

No more need for the old keypad or mouse! 


