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The Changing Tides of 

Ocean Ridge 
A publication for members of ORMA  

Ocean Ridgeõs Therapy Dogs 
Jeanne Maxon and Bode are a team.  Bode 

is a youthful Golden Retriever who is a 

certified American Kennel Club (AKC) 

Good Citizen.  Together, Jeanne and Bode 

are a therapy team, registered by Therapy 

Dogs International.  After six months of 

training, Jeanne and Bode were subjected 

to rigorous testing, including walking by 

and "looking away" from a plate of bacon 

bits on the ground (after being told to 

"leave it"); no leash correction allowed. 

 Bode also had to "stay" off leash while 

Jeanne walked 30 feet away; then report 

directly to her on command, with no side trips to the people and equipment there to 

distract him.  He had to greet a stranger walking by with a dog.  Bode sat while Jeanne 

shook hands with the other dog's handler, but did display friendly interest and leaned 

toward the dog.   

At one point he had to stay by Jeanneõs side and display only mild interest while a group 

of people milled around him.  One was in a wheel chair, one on a clanging walker, one 

limping on a cane, one on crutches, and a baby pushed in a stroller.  He sat calmly. 

Bode also had to show only mild interest when the evaluator dropped several stainless 

steel dishes from waist height onto the concrete, behind his back.  He didn't even turn 

around.  In addition, he had to do a bit of heeling, turning into him, and about-face 

moves, all with slack leash.  He ate it up. 

 Bode did lick a lady in a wheelchair when he was permitted to "say hello."  It was ònot 

a real bad gooey looey, but I gave him a desperate dirty look and he desisted.  No one 

mentioned it, and I certainly didn't bring it up,ó Jeanne told us. 

Having proved their mettle, Jeanne and Bode visit an adult day care, Active Day in 

Myrtle Beach, and are beginning new programs with Mercy Hospice in Conway and 

(Continued on page 2) 

Handlers and dogs from left:  Suzie and 

Abbey Irwin, Jeanne and Bode Maxon, and 

Art and Taz Thompson.  
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Lower Cape Fear Hospice in upcoming weeks.  They also participate in the òRead to 

Meó program, which provides a relaxed and nonjudgmental atmosphere that allows 

young students to practice the skill of reading. 

Suzie Irwin and her Golden, Abbey Lane, are also a certified dog therapy team.  As with 

most such programs, a canine must earn the AKC Good Citizen designation and, in 

Abbeyõs case, also a certification by Therapy Dogs Inc. 

Abbey is only two years old, but already has a loyal following among her friends at 

Autumn Care in Shallotte, where she visits monthly, and the new Universal Healthcare 

facility, a skilled nursing and rehabilitation center in Bolivia, which she frequents on a 

weekly basis. 

Suzie said she enjoys seeing people who have been life-long dog people, now 

institutionalized, smile and òwant to get their hands in (the dogõs) fur.ó 

Suzie spoke about a resident of Autumn Care who does not respond to anyone: staff, 

roommates, other visitors; but when Suzie brings Abbey in to visit, she straightens up in 

her wheelchair and animatedly sweet-talks the dog.  According to Suzie, òTo see them 

smile for five minutes can make your day.ó 

Art Thompson and his Airedale, Taz, have been visiting assisted living and health 

facilities for about four years.  They  began participating when Artõs mother was residing 

in a nursing home in Chicago.  Art and Taz visit Autumn Care on a monthly basis, and 

Ocean Trail Convalescent Center and Carillon Assisted Living, both of Southport, as 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Therapy Dogs (continued) 
Artõs busy schedule permits.  Art recently underwent knee surgery and is now easing back into the 

therapy visitation routine. 

Taz is a real people-oriented dog.  He is typically highly energetic when greeting the staff at whatever 

facility he and Art are visiting, but realizes he has to behave more calmly once he enters a residentõs 

room.  When visiting, Taz will place his head in the lap of a wheelchair-bound patient and through the 

bars of the bed when greeting one who is confined to bed. 

Art spoke for both himself and Taz when he said, òPeople there donõt have that good a life.  Some donõt 

have many visitors.  Most have had dogs.  A visit from Taz evokes memories of the dogs theyõve lived 

with throughout their lives, and they could enjoy reminiscing about them all day long.ó 

Carol Weaver 

Editor 

The Nominating Committee is pleased to report that it has completed the evaluation of the candidate 

qualifications for board nomination.  Based on the review of the candidates, the Nominating Committee 

has prepared a slate of 12 nominees to be considered for election to the ORMA Board of Directors.  

Nine board members will be elected from this slate by secret ballot on a three year staggered term basis.  

This Board will serve from the 2010 Annual Meeting through the 2011 Annual Meeting, when the 

membership will elect three new Board members, each to a three year term. 

Ballots will be prepared by our management company with the slate of candidates as submitted by the 

Nominating Committee.  Each nomineeõs photo, biographical highlights and pertinent comments regarding 

their qualifications for election to the board can be viewed at 2010 Nominees.  This information and a 

ballot will be mailed to all property owners during the week of July 26 and will also accompany the 

notification letter and proxy for the Annual Meeting to be held on Saturday, September 18, 2010.  You 

will be able to cast your ballot either at the September 18 meeting or by proxy if you are unable to 

attend the meeting.  We urge all property owners to participate in the election of the 2010ñ2011 board. 

The Nominating Committee would like to thank all property owners who submitted their Nominee 

Statement Forms and supporting biography.  

Nominating Committee 

Steve Edwards 

Hank Vogt 

John Cary, Chair 

2010 Nomination Process  

https://www.ormaonline.org/securepoa/documents/~$10%20BoD%20Nomination%20Announcement%20Revised%20062310%20628am.pdf
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Message from the President 

I hope you are enjoying the beginning of summer and finding ways to stay cool in these hot summer 

months.  Many of you will soon be having grandchildren, other family members and guests visiting.  This 

means we will see an increased usage of the Plantation Club pools and exercise room, and more bike 

riding and walking around the plantation.  We ask that you familiarize your family members and guests 

with the Rules & Regulations applying to the use of the Plantation Club, pools, Beach Club parking and 

speed limits in the community so that we can all  have safe and enjoyable visits. 

I will use the remainder of my message to address topics òyou need to knowó regarding ORMAõs 

management of your community.  There still seems to be a misconception by some property owners that 

the developer continues to dictate or control the way ORMA is governed.  The following, I hope, will put 

this misconception to rest and point out some relevant facts regarding the operations of ORMA: 

¶ On January 1, 2010, transition of control of the ORMA Board from the developer (Declarant) to 

the property owners was accomplished.  The Master Declarations (CC&Rõs), by which we are 

governed, provides that after the transition, the developer has the same rights as any other 

property owner (such as one vote per owned lot and payment of assessments for each lot 

owned).  The Master Declarations, however,  prevents ORMA from taking actions that would 

impede the developerõs ability to continue development operations.  To be clear, the developer is 

no longer involved with or in control of any aspect of the ORMA Board operations or management of 

the community. 

¶ The Architectural Standards Committee (ASC) continues under the jurisdiction of the developer.  

The Master Declarations provides for the Declarant to maintain control of this committee as long 

as they own at least one property in Ocean Ridge.  Amendments to the Residential Design 

Standards must be submitted to the ORMA Board for approval. 

¶ The current ORMA Board consists of six property owners and one developer representative.  

This is a constructive arrangement that provides the property owners control of required board 

decisions while allowing both the board members and the developer to fully understand 

contemplated actions and reach decisions that are in the best interest of the community.  The 

ORMA board operates according to the Master Declarations, By-laws, Rules & Regulations and 

the North Carolina Planned Community Act. 

¶ At the March 2010 board meeting, the ORMA Board approved a motion to increase the board to 

nine members for future terms.  This will have little or no impact on the organizational structure 

(Continued on page 5) 
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of the board and will not affect the operations and management of the community.  At the 

ORMA Annual Meeting in September, the election of board members by property owners will 

be held.  The only change brought about by the election will be new board members; the 

operations and administration will remain the same. 

¶ The Plantation Club, Nature Park, Plantation Gardens, roads including walkways and bike paths, 

and all common areas are owned and maintained by ORMA.  There are some areas where the 

roads have not yet been deeded to ORMA.  The Beach Club is leased to ORMA by the 

developer for the exclusive use of Ocean Ridge property owners.  ORMA maintains and insures 

this property.  All ponds are owned, controlled and maintained by the developer.  ORMA does 

not have any ownership or involvement in the golf operations including the clubhouses, or in the 

building operated by the real estate operations.  These are separate Coastal Communities 

entities under that organizationõs complete control. 

¶ Having a strong financial position is critical to maintaining our community at the level expected 

by ORMA members.  The ORMA Budget and Finance Committee, whose members are all 

property owners, works with the ORMA committees and ORMA management to develop the 

annual Budget.  ORMA solicits property owner input in the development of the budget and 

requests property owners direct their recommendations to the respective responsible 

committees.  Through this process, the Budget & Finance Committee determines the annual 

assessment.  In addition, Budget & Finance makes investments, controls billings and payments, 

monitors budget performance and arranges for an independent audit to be conducted each year.  

The entire budget and details can be accessed by going to 2010 Budget Detail and 2010 Budget 

Summary.  

The ORMA Board and the property owners who volunteer their time are working for you.  If you still 

have doubts or questions about the operations of ORMA, either give me a call or otherwise let me 

know, and I will address them in the next edition of the newsletter.   

Have a great summer.  As always, I welcome your comments and questions. 

George A. Woodard 

President 

Message from the President (continued) 

http://ormaonline.org/securepoa/documents/ORMA%20Budget%20Detailed.pdf
http://ormaonline.org/securepoa/documents/ORMA%20Budget%20Summary.pdf
http://ormaonline.org/securepoa/documents/ORMA%20Budget%20Summary.pdf
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ORLGA/ORMGA Memorial Tournament 

Each year, the Ladies' and Men's leagues of 

Ocean Ridge schedule a combined event to 

honor those members of the community 

who passed away during the previous year.  

Those honored this year were Nancy 

Anido, Pat Rismiller, Richard Krahl, Edna 

Gibbons, John Quackenbush, and Pearl 

Peters. 

Also honored were recently departed 

residents and friends Margaretta Stolba, 

Ken Gordon, Vince Coppola, and Robert 

Gurganus.  Former Tiger's Eye ranger Hank 

Martin was also remembered. 

The Tournament was held on May 31on 

Lion's Paw.  The format of the event was a "shamble,ó with each team member teeing off on every 

hole, and then playing his or her second and subsequent shots from the selected best tee shot.  

Each team counted the best three net 

scores per hole.  Gimmies were allowed 

within the grip of the putter.  A full field of 

128 golfers participated and attended a lunch 

reception at Tiger's Eye Grille after the 

event. 

A special thanks to Clay for doing the score 

cards, to the bag boys for their hard work, 

and to Celeste and the food service staff for 

providing a great buffet.   

 The winning teams were: 

1st Place: Tied at (-21) - Sue Carano, Jan 

Hall, Hank Vogt, Thack Brown, and Jan 

Henson, Judy Keegan, Greg Lipscomb,    

Dick Sherwood. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Memorial honorees this year were back: Edna 

Gibbons, John Quackenbush; front: Nancy Anido, 

Pearl Peters, Pat Rismiller.  

L to R: 2nd place - Joan Hill and  Wayne 

Underhill,   (not pictured: Joyce Edwards, Hugh 

Carano).   Tied for 1st - Jan Hall, Sue Carano, Judy 

Keegan, Jan Henson, Greg Lipscomb (not pictured: 

Hank Vogt, Thack Brown, Dick Sherwood).  
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Memorial Tournament (continued) 
2nd Place: Joan Hill, Joyce Edwards, Wayne Underhill, Hugh Carano (-20). 

3rd Place: Bill Bonnington, John Hill, Rich Kane, Ray Beadnell (-19mc). 

Special congratulations go to Fred Bank, who aced the 6th hole of Lion's Paw, a 180 yard par three, using 

a 4 hybrid. 

Don Rowland 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PROGRAM 

SIGN UP COMING JULY 4, 2010 
  

 

 

 

It's almost that time of year to join your neighbors in supporting the Christmas in July Back-to-School 

Program.  This program assists the Brunswick Family Assistance Agency (BFAA) in providing clothing and 

school supplies to needy children in our area.  These children are from families deemed eligible based on 

the Federal Poverty Guidelines. 

  

Tags for children needing your help will be available in the community room at the Plantation Clubhouse 

on Sunday, July 4.  Information pertaining to the child and his/her clothing and shoe sizes will be on the 

back of the tag.  Any additional supplies you would like to donate will be given directly to the BFAA for 

distribution to local schools. When selecting a child's tag, please take an information sheet, which will 

provide you with additional information as well as suggested supplies.   

  

All donations must be returned to the Plantation Clubhouse on Monday, August 9 from 9:00 am to noon. 

  

For many children in our community, the first day of school is not as exciting as we remember, as their 

families cannot afford such luxuries as new clothes and school supplies.  We will have 80 children who 

need your support this year.  Please help make the first day of school special for each one by adopting a 

child individually or co-adopting with a friend. 

 

Questions: Contact Linda Anderson or Andrea Mitchell 

 

Sponsored by Your Ocean Ridge Activities Committee  
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Ocean Ridge "Meet at the Beach"  Social 

Please join us for summer fun with your friends and neighbors at beautiful Sunset Beach    

Thursday, August 12, at 6:00 p.m. 

Location:   End of walkway down from the Beach House 

 Bring your own food, beverage and chairs.  Games will be available but please feel 

free to bring any additional games. 

 Come one, come all! 

 ORMA Activities Committee 

Joanne Messerlie  

Welcome to Tom and Jeanne Oxenfeld. The Oxenfelds moved to 

Ocean Ridge from Downingtown, Pennsylvania.  They built their 

home at 483 Carlton Court in late 2005, making it 

their permanent residence in January 2010.  Tom and Jeanne have 

two children: Laura, 23 years old, and Nathan, 21.  Laura 

graduated from Old Dominion and teaches yoga while looking for 

employment.  Her husband, Bruce Beyer, is attending college 

after serving four years with the Marines. Nathan is a senior at 

UNCW and will be studying in Iceland this fall. Tom went to NC 

State and graduated from UNCW where he played on the golf 

team his senior year. 

Tom is active in the men's golf league, where he will be a Wednesday Coordinator starting in July.  

Jeanne is beginning to play golf and enjoys walking and biking around the plantation.  The Oxenfelds are 

new boat owners and enjoy cruising the Intracoastal Waterway.  Jeanne is an avid photographer and 

both she and Tom enjoy travel, having spent extensive time in Europe and the Caribbean. 

Tom is the retired CEO of 3SI Security Systems, a leading provider of cash protection solutions for 

financial institutions.  Tom spent 28 years with the private equity owned company in various senior 

executive roles.  Jeanne is an RN and has held numerous nursing jobs including time with the American 

Red Cross. 

Joe James 

Staff Writer 


