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Ocean R@opevling with Shutterbugs

Thereds a bug popul
in Ocean Ridge. This bug is not

part of the insect
A a pest, but a bit of a loner intent on

§ _ its work. You can observe this

“L species almost any time of year, and

¥ its members are known to make a
peculiar clicking sound. Actually,
they arendt bugs at
shutterbugs photographers living

in Ocean Ridge who are members

of the Coastal Carolina Camera

Club.

Ocean Ridge executive board members of Coastal
Carolina Camera club include (L to R): Russ
Pendred, treasurer; Anne Pendred; Polly Del Vero,
official photographer; Diane Alexander, president;
Steve Edwards, set -up chair and Mary Wayne,

secretary.

Over the past year or two, it seems

that word about the camera club

has spread among neighbors and

more and more are joining in the
fun. New members over the past year include Ginny Alger, Ruth Diefendorf and Jeanne
Oxenfeld. Ginny said sheds a beginner tr)
taking pictures for many years, but she wants to learn to do things outside of her comfort

“one. “Jeanne says she has much to learn about her new digital single lens reflex (DSLR)

camera.

Many Ocean Ridge residents have been in the camera club for two years or more. These
include Diane Alexander, Elke and Bob Boal, Polly Del Vero, Bill Hall, Michelle Sherwood,
Jim and Sharon Tucker and me. Diane, our club president, has been shooting since she was
ten years old. Bob Boal served as first vice president in 2007, and Elke has been the chair
for the Sunshine Committee since 2007. The Boals used to develop their own 35 millimeter
films and both now own Canon digital cameras. Polly currently serves as the club
photographer, taking photos at club events for archival purposes. Although Polly always
took family snapshots, her hobby really took off two years ago. Bill enjoys photographing his
granddaughter with his Nikon equipment. The camera club provides me with the

opportunity to learn from club members who are willing to share their knowledge.

(Continued on pag®)
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Shutterbugs (continued)

Few camera club members are as noted in the community as Russ and Anne Pendred, two

of the c¢clubds eight initial founders in 2
after gaining experience from a camera club they joined in Georgia before moving to Ocean
Ri dge. Russ served as the clubds first p

had her images published and has received awards locally and nationally, which is something
many club members strive for with their hobby. The Pendreds use Canon DSLR cameras
while keeping poinandshoot cameras on hand for back up. Anne has studied photography
as a student, judged local competitions and taught seminars onaudirghoot

photography. Both Anne and Russ have a diverse range of shooting interests, and they raise
the term amateur to a higher level.

Club members use a wide range of camera equipment, from Nikon to Canon, while photo
editing software runs the gamut as well. Almost everyone shoots digital these days, but
even digital cameras range from SLR to pa@intshoot. While everyone seems to have his

or her own interests in diverse subjects, you can always find someone with similar shooting
interests as yours, such as landscapes, candid shots of people, portraits, wildlife, seascapes,
fl ower s, i nsects or sports photography.
Bridge as a new vantage point to try to c

Anyone interested in more information about the Coastal Carolina Camera Club can check
out the website atvww.CCCCsite.org The club meets at 7:00 p.m. the second Tuesday of
each month at Shallotte Presbyterian Church behind the Rourk Library. Meetings may
include a themed monthly slide show by members, workshops, juried member competitions
four times a year, speakers on a wide range of photography topics, photo critiqgues, and
always refreshments and camaraderie.

Mary Wayne
Staff Writer

The Changing Tides of Ocean Ridge
Please send all articles and submissions via emaihéovsletter@ormaonline.org
Deadline for submissions: 15th of the month.
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Message From the President

Everything continues to go well in Ocean Ridge. With Spring just around the corner,

we are preparing the plantation for the new season. The new furniture at the pool

- has been delivered. In late March and early April, the Beach House will undergo a
substantial spring cleaning. Cleaning of the flower beds and pruning of the crape

myrtles has been accomplished. All we need now is some bright sunshine and

warmer temperatures to complete the picture.

| On Saturday, February 19, we experienced a close call with a brush fire along Old

= Georgetown Road. The Grissettownongwood fire department responded in
exemplary fashion and managed to stop the fire just before it crossed the berm

behind Highgate Place in Summerhill Glen, where it threatened the home of Ed and Sharon Gutknecht. Many

neighbors responded to help carry furniture from the house and help the Gutknechts save as many of their

belongings as possible in case the fire could not be stopped. Fortunately, the fire did not reach their home and

no damage was done. Again, the residents of Ocean Ridge pitched in to help a neighbor, providing another

example of why this is a wonderful place to live and a very helping community.

Our auditors have been here to complete their final field work in examining our financial statements for 2010.
The audit is expected to be completed and their final report issued sometime in April. The results will be
available on the ORMA website.

Although it seems a long way off, in September we will be electing three new board members. The
Nominating Committee has issued its call for interested property owners to submit their information if they
would like to be considered as a candidate. Ocean Ridge is fortunate to have so many property owners that
would be well qualified to serve. The success of Ocean Ridge depends on our property owner volunteers. |
encourage anyone who feels they may be able to make a positive contribution to its governance to think about
submitting his or her name for consideration.

Our next board meeting will be on March 9. At this meeting we will be ratifying the new Mailbox Maintenance
Policy and following up on some of the items from our last meeting in January. Please let any board member
or committee chair know of any concerns you may have. See the contact information on page 17. We value
your input.

Doug MacDonald
President

Save the Date

Your ORMA Activities and Facilities Committees invite you to an
Open House- Friday, April 15
4:00 - 6:30 p.m.
We have ordered a perfect day to hapeoperty ownersstop by
to see the newly renovated indoor pool and outdoor pool
furniture.
Refreshments and appetizers will be served.
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Martha Sue L-lidreator of Association Manac

Martha Sue Ludman is Director of Association Management for Coastal Companie
at Ocean Ridge Plantation*, and is also a-fomg Ocean Ridge resident. She

began her career with Coastal Communities in 2003, as an administrator in one of
their real estate sales offices. She accepted the opportunity to become Ocean

Ri dgeds Property Owner Liaison in Ja
promoted to director.

Director of Association Management was a position created when Martha Sue
agreed to assume the responsibilities for overseeing all the day to day business of
Ocean Ridge and five other Coastal Communities property owner associations.
Martha Sue characterizes her role as
committees and contractors. Since Director of Association Management was a brand new position, she was able
tailor it to her strengths, and finds it fits her skills and interests perfectly.

Martha Sue joined Coastal after a long career in administration and office management in health care. She mana
the office of a pediatric neurosurgeon beginning in 1988 for a doctor at Emory Clinic in Atlanta, who she then joine
in his private practice until moving to Ocean Ridge in 2003. From 1977 until 1988, she was an administrator in th
pediatric center of Charlotte Memorial Hospital & Medical Center, now Carolinas Medical Center.

Martha Sue is in charge of al/l six Coast al Communi
al | invoices for payment, based on each associatio
correspondence, as mandated by | aw. She al so mana

invoicing assessments and following up on delinquencies. She attends the board meetings of all six property owr
associations and supports their special projects.

One of the most challenging of Martha Sueds respon
The various communities differ with respect to their development and expertise; Martha Sue may develop a budge
for some committees from the ground up, while just supporting ancillary needs for others. In any event, during the
quarter of the year that budget development is underway, it is challenging to fulfill all her responsibilities within a
normal 4Ghour week.

I n these difficuldt economic ti mes, Martha Sue is p
delinquencies is below the national average. Only 53 of 1,745 ORMA assessment accounts carried over from the
years 2010 and prior.

Martha Sue and her husband, Bob, moved to Ocean Ridge in August, 2003, from Atlanta. Martha Sue was weary
her 1%>-hour commute to work each way, and told Bob it was time to build a home on the Ocean Ridge lot they
owned.

These days, Martha Sueds commute to her office in
from her Sedgefield home. She enjoys working with a great bunch of people, and would rather Benwekéng and
livingd than anywhere.

* Coastal Companies at Ocean Ridge Plantation is the entity with which ORMA contracts for management servic

Carol Weaver
Editor
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The Origins of Ocean Ridge Plantatiol

The Ridgetoppean an article in July 2001 and again in July
2005 about the history of the old farmhouse, which now
stands at the Plantation Gardens on Ocean Ridge
Parkway near the 904 gate. The original article was
written by Doris McLaughlin after she interviewed Daisy
Hewett, the granddaughter of John Franklin Somersett,
owner of the property which is now Ocean Ridge
Plantation. With so many new neighbors in Ocean Ridge,
The Ridgetoppean another story in its final issue, using
information obtained from the original article and from
descendants of the Somersetts, chronicling the history of
the old farmhouse as well as the history of the land and
the family who owned it.

Ocean Ridge was used mainly as farmland. The original
property owners of Ocean Ridge truly lived off the land
The Somersett family poses in front of their by farming, raising livestock and fishing in the ocean
farmhouse in 1910. Pictured far left is John Franklin nearby. It was a different way of life in a bygone era, with
Somersett and wife, Mary Jane Milliken. Far right is memories preserved by the tales of remaining
Harvey Isaiah, son of John Franklin,who would descendants.

eventually come to own the land with brother

William, not pictured. John Franklin Somersett, born April 23, 1854, in

Col umbus County, was one of
landowners. He raised cattle, fished commercially, and was a merchant and real estate investor. Active in politics,
he ran for U.S. Senate in 1900 as a Republican, and he served as sheriff from 1894 until 1898.

Somersett married his wife, Mary Jane Milliken, in 1875 and built a farm house the same year. The house stood a
few hundred yards from the stop sign on Castlebrook and Dartmoor Way, which was part of the original road
running through the property. If it still stood in its original location, it would be in front of the gray stucco home on
West Spencer. The farm house was moved to its current location at the Plantation Gardens sometime after the last
residents moved out and before home development began. When the house was moved, the kitchen and bathroom
were removed. When homebuilding began in Ocean Ridge, all other remaining homes on the land were torn down.

The Somersetts lived in the farmhouse until 1940 and had three daughters: Ida Elizabeth Caison, Mary Ellen
Andrews and Daisy Russ, and seven sons. Three sons preceded them in death: James B., who moved to Oak Hill,
Florida; Robert and Jesse, who died when young. John William, Joseph Mance, Andrew Jack, and Harvey Isaiah
survived their parents.

The Somersetts are buried at Bingham Field Cemetery on Gladstone Circle. The cemetery is thought to be full, and
an agreement was made between the family and the new owners of the property to retire the family cemetery.
Some of the burial plots have lost their markers, and the cemetery has no written records. Remaining family
members maintain the cemetery.

(Continued on pag6)



