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The Changing Tides of 

Ocean Ridge 
A publication for members of ORMA  

Coyotes Spotted in Ocean Ridge 
ORMA  

Annual Meeting  

Saturday,  

September 18, 

2010 

10 a.m. 

Plantation Club  

Many Ocean Ridge property owners enjoy observing 

the wildlife that share our environs, but recent 

sightings of coyotes on the plantation have caused 

some to wonder about the safety of humans and pets 

when coyotes are in the area. 

Coyotes (Canis latrans) are omnivores that are closely 

related to dogs and wolves.  According to Prevention 

and Control of Wildlife Damage, an informational 

pamphlet produced jointly by the University of 

Nebraska, the USDA and the Great Plains Agricultural 

Council, òéin body form and size, the coyote resembles a small collie dog, with erect pointed 

ears, slender muzzle, and a bushy tail.  They are predominantly brownish gray in color with a 

light gray to cream-colored belly.  Color varies greatly, however, from nearly black to red or 

nearly white in some individuals and local populations.  Most have dark or black guard hairs 

over their back and tail.ó  In the eastern U.S., adult males average around 45 pounds and females 

weigh about 30. 

Coyotes have been measured at speeds of up to 40 miles per hour and can sustain slower 

speeds for several miles.  Coyotes are most active at night but may be active during daylight 

hours, particularly during the young-rearing period and longer days of summer.  Daytime activity 

alone is not indicative of rabies. 

Although naturally curious, coyotes are usually timid animals and normally run away if 

challenged. Coyotes can be a risk to people if they have become comfortable around humans, 

usually as the result of feeding.  Although coyote attacks on humans are very rare, resist the 

urge to approach them and absolutely do not approach their den or unattended pups.  Healthy 

coyotes are unlikely to attack a pet dog that is leashed in the company of a human.  The 

behavior of rabid animals, however, is not predictable and can be dangerous for humans and 

their pets. 

Coyotes often include many items in their diet.  Rabbits top the list of their dietary 

components.  Carrion, rodents, deer, insects, as well as livestock and poultry, are also 

consumed.  Coyotes readily eat fruits such as watermelons, berries, and other vegetative matter 

when they are available.  In some areas coyotes feed on human refuse at dump sites and take 

pets. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection advises that coyotes will attack and 

kill pets, especially cats and small dogs (less than 25 pounds).  The best way to protect pets is 

not to allow them to run free.  Cats should be kept indoors, and small dogs should be on a 

leash and under close supervision at all times.  Electronic fences such as the òunderground 

fenceó will not protect your pet from a coyote or any other predator.  In addition, 

homeowners should eliminate other sources of attraction to coyotes including pet food or 

other food left outdoors, or any garbage. 

You can attempt to frighten away coyotes by making loud noises such as shouting, blowing an 

air horn, or banging pots and pans, and acting aggressively: waving your arms, throwing sticks, 

or spraying with a garden hose. 

In the event of a coyote attack against a pet or aggressive behavior toward a human, contact the 

North Carolina Wildlife Commission at 800-662-7137. 

Carol Weaver 

Editor 

PROXY REMINDER  

If you are unable to attend the Annual Meeting September 18, please mail your completed and 

signed  proxy by September 10 to: 

P.O. Box 6960, Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469;  

or fax your completed proxy to the attention of Gail Miller at 910-287-1720; 

or drop off your completed proxy in the drop box in the Property Owner Liaisonõs office at 

Tamerõs. 

You may  return your proxy early even if you plan to attend the Annual Meeting. 

mailto:e-newsletter@ormaonline.org
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Message From the President 
This is my last message as president and a member of the ORMA Board, as my term will end immediately following 

the September 18, 2010 Annual Meeting.  I have been a part of the ORMA organization for three years as Rules & 

Regulations Chairman and four years as president of the board, and thought this would be an occasion to provide a 

brief history of ORMA and the progress that has been achieved in managing our community. 

The Ocean Ridge Master Association has been in existence since the origination of Ocean Ridge in the early 90õs.  

The original developer, Ocean Ridge Farms, Inc., led by Ed Gore, maintained total control of ORMA without 

property owner representation.  In the late 90õs, there were fewer than 50 homes, only two golf courses and the 

Plantation Club.  The property owners who resided here at that time formed a social organization that they later 

named the Plantation Property Owners Association (PPOA).  They evolved into an advisory group to the 

developer on matters of concern as the development of Ocean Ridge progressed.  This state of affairs existed until 

2002.  

Just prior to the sale of Ocean Ridge to Coastal Communities, Inc. in 2003, Ocean Ridge Farms formalized the 

ORMA Board with three developer and two property owner representatives.  Property owners Steve Edwards, 

who was president of the PPOA at that time and John Bradley, vice president, joined the newly formed ORMA 

Board.  Steve was elected as the first president of the developer controlled ORMA Board.  Steve immediately took 

charge and established a Budget & Finance Committee, Rules & Regulations Committee and Access Committee, 

and transitioned a number of committees from the PPOA to ORMA.  His outstanding leadership during that period 

set the groundwork for ORMA to build the organization that would govern our community for the future. 

When Coastal Communities of Ocean Ridge purchased Ocean Ridge in 2003, the ORMA Board was increased to 

four Coastal representatives and three property owner members.  The developer maintained control of the board 

as granted by the Master Declarations.  Steve Edwards continued as President until succeeded by John Bradley in 

2004.  The Ocean Ridge Master Association, during that period, began developing a budget and financial process 

and formed a working structure between the board, ORMA committees and the contracted management company.  

In addition, a third golf course, Tigerõs Eye, was completed, over 1,000 lots had been sold and over 200 homes had 

been built. 

In 2006, the four developersõ appointed representatives to the board continued, while the property owners that 

had been serving were replaced by three new property owners.  At that time, I was elected to serve as president, 

Becky Noble as vice president, Rose Bleich as secretary and Brent Wise as treasurer.  The remaining three 

individuals were directors-at-large.  While the developer continued to control the board, over the next three 

years, the property owners serving on the board and ORMA committees governed the association and the 

community without interference and with the support and partnership of the developer.  Over that period of time, 

the association received tremendous support from a large number of resident members who volunteered, 

strengthening our committees and contributing to the work that was accomplished.  With the outstanding 

leadership of John Cary, Budget & Finance Chairman, and his committee, ORMA was able to build and maintain a 

strong financial and reserve base position, which allowed for substantial upgrading of the Plantation Club with 

minimal impact on the members.  During this period, the developer completed the Beach Club for exclusive use by 

Ocean Ridge property owners and later added another golf course, Leopardõs Chase, and a Nature Park.   

(Continued on page 4) 



 

 

Message From the President (continued) 
On January 1, 2010, the Master Declarations required that the developer turn over control of the association 

to the property owners.  The transition of control was completed on that date.  Normally, an election of 

property owners to serve on the ORMA Board would have taken place in concert with the transition.  Due to 

the requirements of the Declarations and the By-laws, along with opposition by some members, the election 

was not held at that time.  The first election of board members was therefore delayed until the September 18, 

2010 Annual Meeting.  Despite the inconsistency between the documents, the developer, who could have 

maintained its majority on the Board, appointed six property owners and one developer representative, 

facilitating the property ownersõ control consistent with transition.  

In summary, the current board members and ORMA committees are quite pleased with what has transpired 

these past four years.  I have had the good fortune to work with so many wonderful people who have given 

their time and energy to serve our community and I thank those members who have encouraged and 

supported what needed to be done by the association.  The Ocean Ridge community has seen considerable 

growth and change with four golf courses, over 1,600 sold lots and 500 homes. The facilities have been 

improved; a solid financial base has been maintained throughout these difficult economic times; 

communications have been strengthened to a level that the members are kept well informed and your 

association has built a structure and the processes that provide for a well managed community.   

Along with the current members who will be leaving the board, I believe the association is very well positioned  

for the soon to be elected board members to carry on the works that have taken us to this point, and to 

provide for the needs of ORMA and the community.  We wish them well. 

As always, I welcome your questions and comments. 

George A. Woodard 

President 

In the event you have not yet had a chance to make your selections for the upcoming election of the ORMA 

Board of Directors, the time to complete your ballot is approaching quickly. 

The Nominating Committee prepared a slate of 12 nominees to be considered for election to the ORMA 

Board of Directors effective with the 2010 Annual Meeting.  Nine board members will be elected from this 

slate by secret ballot on a three year staggered term basis.  This board will serve from the 2010 Annual 

Meeting through the 2011 Annual Meeting, when the membership will elect three new board members, each to 

a three year term. 

Ballots have been prepared by our management company with the slate of candidates as submitted by the 

Nominating Committee.  Each nomineeõs photo, biographical highlights and pertinent comments regarding their 

qualifications for election to the board can be viewed at 2010 Nominees.  This information and a ballot was 

mailed to all property owners during the week of July 26, accompanied by the notification letter and proxy for 

the Annual Meeting to be held on Saturday, September 18, 2010.  You will be able to cast your ballot either at 

the September 18 meeting or by proxy if you are unable to attend the meeting.  We urge all property owners 

to participate in the election of the 2010ñ2011 board. 

John Cary 

Chair, Nominating Committee 

P A G E  4  

ORMA Board Election Rapidly Approaching 
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Union Elementary School is back in session and it is time for Ocean Ridgeõs approximately 25 volunteers to 

return to class.  Volunteers primarily do one-on-one tutoring and small group remedial reading, but they also act 

as lunch buddies and assist in after-school programs. 

In 2003, Ocean Ridge became Unionõs adopt-a-school partner under the auspices of Communities in Schools.  

CIS is a nationwide organization that taps into community resources to benefit local schools.  At Union, for 

example, over 100 retired folks from communities and organizations such as Ocean Ridge, Sea Trail, St. 

Brendanõs Church, Camp United Church and others contribute countless hours to aid and encourage children in 

grades K through 5.  The long-term objective is to keep children performing at grade level and ultimately to see 

them graduate from high school. 

The staff and teachers at Union understand that retirees travel frequently, and they appreciate whatever time and 

help we can offer.  Volunteers choose the day, time and grade that fit their schedules.  No prior teaching 

experience is necessary, but prospective volunteers are asked to attend an orientation session, and a background 

check is made.  The only requirement is that an individual enjoys being with children.  If that description fits you 

and youõd like more information, please contact the new Ocean Ridge volunteer coordinator, Cindy Hathaway, 

at: hathawaync@atmc.net or call her at 575-6712. 

Nancy MacDonald 

Union School is Looking for Volunteers 

Fall Sunday Night Social 

October 10 

5-7 p.m. 

Plantation Club House 

Bring an appetizer to share and 

your own beverage. 

 

Come out, relax and socialize with friends 

Questions?  Call Shirley Johnson 910-575-0084 

mailto:hathawaync@atmc.net
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ORMA Board Initiates Long Range Planning Committee 

At the August 11, 2010, ORMA Board meeting, President Woodard activated a Long Range Planning 

Committee, which will pave the way for the future of Ocean Ridge.  The committee will be a visionary 

body that assists and advises the Board of Directors in their efforts to provide for the maintenance, 

protection and enhancement of the natural environment, and enhancement of property values and quality 

of life in Ocean Ridge.  This will be achieved through developing and implementing a long range plan that 

shapes and guides the board in what it does and why and how it does it.  The goals established through the 

formation of the long range plan will guide the short range goals and needs for annual action and 

implementation.  The committee will also collect data that can be used for making decisions concerning 

capital improvements, future growth and expansion. 

This committee will assist the board and general membership in developing and implementing long range 

plans that embody those elements that are essential to maintain Ocean Ridge as a premier residential 

community.  The committee will also undertake special long range planning assignments as directed by the 

board.  These assignments may also include, but will not be limited to:  

1. Clarification of the vision and values; assessments of the external and internal 

environments to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats; 

2. identification of the strategic issues facing Ocean Ridge; and 

3. formulation of strategies to addresses the issues.  

4. Conduct studies and facilitate discussion with potential stakeholders that might affect 

Ocean Ridge through actions outside of Ocean Ridge. 

5. Act as a facilitator in considering new projects, by sharing such information with other 

ORMA committees, the board, property owners, developer and the surrounding business 

community. 

The committee will include at least ten members, eight of whom will represent a cross-section of Ocean 

Ridge members.  Seven will come from the committees (one representative each from the Architectural 

Standards Committee, Facilities, Finance, Access & Safety, Property Maintenance and Communications) and 

the developer.  In addition to the committeeõs regular members, there may be associate members 

appointed by the committee chair who are stakeholders that represent an entity within or outside Ocean 

Ridge or who live in Ocean Ridge but are not ORMA members.  These associate members may include 

business owners, the Chamber of Commerce, churches, and the Brunswick County Planning Commission.  

The Long Range Planning Committee Chair will appoint a staff representative to the committee as 

appropriate to the needs of the plan.  Associate members and the staff representative will be non-voting 

members. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Long Range Planning Committee (continued) 
Some of the functions and responsibilities of the Long Range Planning Committee will be: 

¶ Periodically survey association property owners and other appropriate groups with regard to 

demographics, concerns, interests, changes, and plans applicable to Ocean Ridge.  They will analyze and 

interpret the survey results and maintain a data base of this information so that future decisions 

affecting the resources and activities of the association can be well directed. 

¶ Communicate and coordinate with other association committees, ORMA management, board 

members, and other interested stakeholders, as appropriate, on matters involving continuing 

development and implementation of the long range plan. 

¶ Periodically conduct future studies and evaluations on areas expected to impact Ocean Ridge in the 

planning horizon. 

¶ Continually evaluate the suitability of the long range plan and the existing and potential external 

conditions that could affect it, making recommendations to the board for change. 

Board members were advised that since the formation of the ORMA Board with property owner representation in 

2003, the association has built a strong foundation structure and process to manage our community.  He stated it is 

now time to move to the next level and prepare for what will best serve and provide for the needs of Ocean Ridge 

going forward.  

The committee will be looking for volunteers who have had experience in long range planning activities or would 

like to be a member of the committee.  Contact George Woodard if you have an interest in joining the committee. 

George Woodard 

President 

The Ocean Ridge Garden Club Invites You to Attend  

òWelcome Yankeesó 

Tuesday, September 14 at 3 p.m.  

Memberõs Lounge in the Plantation Club 

Speaker:  Jack Alexander, owner, Plantation Garden & Gift LLC of 

Calabash 

Sign up at Garden Club   

http://www.mysignup.com/cgi-bin/view.cgi?datafile=garden_club_09_14_2010
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The Alliance of Brunswick County Property Owner Associations (ABCPOA) invites you to attend the 2010 

Brunswick County Meet the Candidates Night at 6:00 p.m. Monday, October 11.  The forum will be held in the 

Odell Williamson Auditorium on the campus of Brunswick County Community College.  This semi-annual event 

is being co-sponsored by the Brunswick, North Brunswick and Southport-Oak Island Chambers of Commerce, 

State Port Pilot, Star News, Sun News, Brunswick Beacon, ATMC and Brunswick Community College. 

This year the moderator will be Scott Harrell, Publisher of the Brunswick Beacon.  Representative Mike McIntyre 

and challenger Ilario Pantano will be there along with candidates for the State House, Senate and District 

Attorney.  Questions can be submitted to the ABCPOA in advance and there will be an opportunity for 

questions from the audience. 

This is the third time the ABCPOA has sponsored a Meet the Candidates event; the previous events were well 

attended and extremely informative.  You are encouraged to attend this session and learn more about the 

candidates we will be electing in November to represent us at various levels of government for the next few 

years. 

If you have questions about this important event or if you have questions you would like to ask any of the 

candidates, contact your Ocean Ridge representatives to the Alliance, Ron Sorice, rsorice@atmc.net or Mike 

Loyack, mgloyack@atmc.net.  

Ron Sorice 

Community Impact Committee 

Christmas in July Back to School Program 

Thanks  for helping school children have a great first day at school. Seventy-five children benefited from all the 

clothes and school supplies collected. We are lucky to live in such a caring community. 

Linda Anderson and Andrea Mitchell  

Volunteers Pictured (left to 

right) Jack Anderson,  

Joe Bookataub,  

Mike Werner (Joeõs 

grandson), Andrea Mitchell, 

Linda Anderson,  

Charlie Bullerdick,  

Pam Femrite,  

Roger Mitchell.  

mailto:rsorice@atmc.net
mailto:mgloyack@atmc.net
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The Ocean Ridge Ladiesõ Golf League (ORLGA) will hold its annual Cancer Rally September 13 to benefit the 

North Carolina Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program (BCCCP).  Men and ladies were invited to 

participate in the golf tournament or Walkathon. 

The golf tournament, a scramble format, will begin with a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. on Panther's 

Run.  Mulligans will be on sale at the bag drop before golf, as well as tickets for our Share the Wealth raffle to 

benefit BCCCP. 

Participants in the Walkathon should gather at 7:45 a.m. at the driving range across Dartmoor Way from the 

Tigerõs Eye parking lot.  We will begin walking at 8:00 a.m. from the driving range, up Castlebrook to the 

Nature Center pavilion, and back, a total of 3.2 miles.  Individual walkers may decide for themselves how far 

they wish to go.  Water will be provided at intervals along the route. 

In addition, there will be a luncheon for golfers, walkers and others interested in participating. 

Whether or not you will be participating in the golf or Walkathon, you may contribute to the BCCCP by 

purchasing a flag in memory of a loved one or friend lost to cancer, or in honor of a cancer survivor.  Flags are 

available for $5 each.  A form to order flags is included below for your convenience; additional forms are 

available at the Plantation Club and in the Ocean Ridge pro shops. 

Sally Duffy 

Chair, Cancer Rally  

 

ORLGA Cancer Rally September 13 

Tournament Flag Form - September 13, 2010  

Name________________________________    Telephone____________________________ 

I would like to purchase #________ flags @ $5.00 each òin memory ofó and/or òin honor ofó those names listed 

below:  Please print. 

               Pink flag/white ribbon    Pink flag/pink ribbon 

               in Memory              in Honor 

___________________________________     ___________________________________ 

___________________________________      ___________________________________ 

___________________________________      ___________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check payable to BCCCP for #______ flags @ $5.00 each $_______. 

All proceeds go to BCCCP and are tax deductible.  Mail to: 

Roberta Drummond 

534 Gladstone Circle 

Ocean Isle Beach, NC  28469 

910-579-9872  

Joan Hill 

6584 Willowbank Place 

Ocean Isle Beach, NC  28469 

910-579-4422 

or 
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Neighborhood Watch Program Begins 
 

To kick off the ORMA Access & Safety Committeeõs Neighborhood Watch Program, Brunswick County 

Sheriff John Ingram, Sergeant Clint Simpson and Patti Hewett from the Sheriffõs Crime Prevention Office were 

invited to Ocean Ridge Plantation to address residents on Thursday, August 24.  Access & Safety Committee 

Chair Whit Clark and Neighborhood Watch Sub-committee Chair Carole Schuster introduced the 

Neighborhood Watch Program and the speakers, and the full house of interested residents was treated to an 

informative and entertaining afternoon with our local law enforcement officials.   

Sergeant Simpson began by reviewing a few of the free programs for county residents offered by the Sheriffõs 

Office.  All are explained in detail on the Brunswick County Sheriff Officeõs website 

www.brunswicksheriff.com.  The Citizenõs Academy is a program to teach citizens about law enforcement 

issues, investigations and crime prevention.  It is a ten week program and involves classroom presentations 

and hands-on demonstrations.  It has been successfully completed by a couple of Ocean Ridge residents.  The 

Senior Citizens Academy is an eight week course geared towards helping residents reduce the possibility of 

crimes occurring in their lives.  The Citizen Observer system provides e-mail or mobile alerts about crime 

issues, road or bridge closures, traffic accidents and emergencies.   

Another program that may be of interest to residents is the Keep Check Program.  This program is for full-

time residents who will be away from the home for a vacation, and will involve an officer driving past the 

home and making sure that everything looks in order.  To participate in any of these programs or for more 

information, please go to the sheriffõs officeõs website.   The Keep Check Program requires registration in 

person at the Brunswick County Sheriff's Office substation located at 10176 Beach Drive in Calabash (by the 

stoplight at Carolina Shores).  The office is open Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Sheriff Ingram and Sergeant Simpson both stressed that even though the sheriffõs office is growing and has 215 

employees, it is not enough to combat crime in the county.  They need everyoneõs help by keeping your eyes 

and ears open, as most crimes can be prevented.  Citizens are encouraged to call 911 if anything looks 

suspicious.  Something that may appear minor to you may be the missing piece of information that solves a 

puzzle.  The 911 system can be used for emergency or non-emergency situations, so the officers encouraged 

residents to call 911 if they hear, see or smell anything suspicious.   

Sergeant Simpson encouraged folks to take precautions when away from the home, to avoid becoming an easy 

target or having a false umbrella of security.  Some of the tips he gave were:  

¶ Lock all doors, windows and any vehicles left outside of the garage.  

¶ Utilize outside white lights and timers.  There are good dual motion sensor cameras available in stores 

that are excellent deterrents.   

¶ Leave interior lights on timers when away.  A radio left on in the garage is an excellent deterrent to a 

would-be burglar.   

¶ Keep the lawn and shrubs trimmed as well as yards maintained as good crime deterrents.  Prickly types of 

bushes such as holly placed underneath windows are recommended.   

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.brunswicksheriff.com


P A G E  1 1  

¶ Do not place extra house keys in a fake rock, under a door mat or under yard décor; this is the first place a 

potential burglar would look.   

¶ If you are going out of town, arrange to have the mail and newspapers stopped or have a neighbor or friend 

pick them up.   

¶ Alarm systems for the home should be loud and audible (they do not recommend silent alarms) and a sign for 

the alarm system should be placed in a conspicuous place.  Consider keeping your car key fob by the bed if it 

has a panic button car alarm trigger.  

Sergeant Simpson and Sheriff Ingram then gave an informative update about personal protection and the North 

Carolina laws relating to owning, using and transporting firearms.    

A lively question and answer session followed, with many audience members asking questions about a variety of 

safety and crime-prevention topics.  Sergeant Simpson concluded by stressing that neighborhoods that use 911 and 

have a Neighborhood Watch program and a police presence are safer and have less crime.  He also said that the 

use of video surveillance is an excellent deterrent to crime. 

Carole Schuster 

Access & Safety Committee   

Neighborhood Watch Program (continued) 

The Ocean Ridge Buckeye Babes (ladies from 

Ohio) held their Fifth Annual Ice Cream Social 

on August 1 at the Plantation Club.  Proceeds 

benefitted the Ocean Ridge Doll Group who 

make medical dolls for the Children's Medical 

Center in Dallas. 

 

Linda Anderson 

Buckeye Babesõ Ice Cream Social 

Doll makers Jean Theiss and Lana Johnson receive a check from 

Karen Clark of the Buckeye Babes.  
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Personnel from the Brunswick County Public Utilities Department (PUD), Northwest Water Treatment Plant, 

recently sampled and tested the tap water in four homes within Ocean Ridge at the request of the ORMA 

Community Impact Committee.  The free testing provided added assurance to plantation residents that we are 

receiving high quality drinking water that meets or surpasses all state and federal drinking water standards.  The 

selected homes ranged in location from the Sedgefield neighborhood back to the Sterling Hills/Annesbrook area.  

We also selected homes of varying ages.  Although the Brunswick County PUD is required to publish and 

distribute the results of the continual testing it conducts within the areaõs source water and delivery systems, 

samples for those tests are drawn at the Northwest Treatment plant in Bolivia and at selected locations along 

main and trunk supply lines.  Test results from in-home sources are generally not part of what the county uses to 

compile the reports sent out to residents periodically. 

Our committee also wanted to compare the findings from our home sampling to that of the overall county 

system tests results.  The committee wanted to ensure that there is no reduction in water quality once our 

water enters the plantation from the county mains and feeder lines.  If significant differences were to exist 

between the water quality the county delivers to its system and water that flows from the taps in our homes, 

that might indicate issues with either the plantation neighborhood supply lines, specific house plumbing features 

or a combination of both.  Were that the case, ORMA would initiate investigations and necessary corrective 

actions with the county if supply lines were the issue, and provide information and recommendations to residents 

if house plumbing problems were indicated. 

We are happy to report that the results of our in-home testing indicate our drinking water is of very good 

quality with no problems apparent.  All samples from the homes tested demonstrate that our tap water meets or 

exceeds both the North Carolina and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency water quality standards.  The table 

at the end of this article contains the test results for each of the four homes from which water samples were 

collected on July 16. 

The findings of our limited sampling agree quite favorably with the published Brunswick PUD system-wide test 

results we received in the mail earlier this year.  We are comfortable in knowing that the high quality water 

flowing from the countyõs treatment plant carries through to what emerges from the tap in our homes. 

The county water quality lab tested our water following strict sample collection, preservation, transport, and 

constituent analysis protocols.  We were impressed with the professional manner in which the county personnel 

completed the sampling, testing and reporting of results.  This gives us confidence that the countyõs program for 

water quality assurance is well run, staffed by highly qualified professionals, and delivers accurate data on the 

status of our drinking water quality.  Considering that the majority of our water is drawn from several distant 

sources in mid-state North Carolina, the Brunswick PUD programs of treatment and continuous monitoring for 

quality assurance result in remarkably uniform delivery of clean water to our countyõs residents. 

Whatõs next?  The committee will continue to interact with the county water quality personnel to include further 

sampling within Ocean Ridge on an annual or semi-annual schedule.  In addition, the county periodically tests for 

constituents not included in their regular sampling, such as lead, copper, and other potential pollutants.  We 
(Continued on page 13) 

Water Quality Testing in Ocean Ridge 



suggested that Ocean Ridge sources be included when the county conducts those specific alternate sampling 

programs.  The county personnel indicated a complete willingness to continue sampling within our community as we 

request it.  We envision a wider array of homes in Ocean Ridge will be included in the next round of sampling by the 

county sometime next year, so stay tuned.  You may want to participate in future Ocean Ridge water sampling and 

testing efforts. 

The Community Impact Committee wishes to thank Jerry Pierce, Director of Utilities for Brunswick County and 

Glenn Walker and David Rourk with the PUD, Northwest Treatment Plant, for their great cooperation.  Special 

thanks also to Gerri and Clair Evans, John and Marie Pugh, Pam and Fred Bank, and Bob and Martha Sue Ludman for 

agreeing to participate in our effort, and making their homes available to the county personnel when the sampling 

was conducted. 

Water Quality Testing (continued) 
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Water Quality Constituent  241 

Sedgefield 

Place 

6637 

Annesbrook 

Place 

556  

Gladstone 

Circle  

88  

Windsor  

Circle  

EPA Water 

Quality 

Standards  

pH 7.00 7.00 6.90 7.00 6.8 - 8.5 

Alkalinity mg/L 18.00 19.00 19.00 19.00 250 mg/L 

aesthetic limit 

Iron mg/L 0.003 0.012 0.002 0.002 4 mg/L 

aesthetic limit 

Hardness mg/L 27.70 26.70 27.50 26.90 250 mg/L 

aesthetic limit 

Total Chlorine mg/L 3.50 2.50 3.10 2.50 10mg/L 

instantaneous, 

4mg/L monthly 

avg. 

Free Chlorine 3.40 2.50 3.10 2.50 10mg/L 

instantaneous, 

4mg/L monthly 

avg. 

Total Coliform Bacteria Absent Absent Absent Absent no more than 

5% of sample 

can be positive 

Heterotrophic Plate Count Zero Zero Zero Zero < 500 colonies 

per plate when 

no disinfectant 

is present. 

Results of In -Home Testing  

Fred Bank 

Community Impact Committee 
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Bats - we can talk about nocturnal flying mammals, òold bats,ó or baseball 

bats.  I better leave òold batsó alone, so we will talk about baseball bats.  

Baseball bats in the early days came in all shapes and sizes.  In the 1850õs, 

baseball was an extremely young sport and batters made their own bats, 

experimenting with models of all varieties: long, short, flat or heavy.  They 

quickly learned that bats with rounded barrels worked the best.  A rule 

was made in 1859 that bats could be no larger than 2.5 inches in diameter.  

By 1869 bats could be no longer than 42 inches in length.  

In 1884 the most famous name in baseball bats, the Louisville Slugger, was 

created.  It all started at a baseball game in Louisville, as a seventeen year old John Hillerich watched a 

Louisville baseball player become frustrated after breaking his favorite bat.  Hillerich, a woodworker, offered 

to make him a new one.  Hillerich went to his woodworking shop, selected a piece of white ash and made a 

new bat.  Word spread, and the Hillerich family was in the bat business.  Demand quickly grew and Hillerich 

added the Louisville Slugger trademark to every bat. 

In the 1890õs, the Major League Baseball (MLB) rules committee stated bats could no longer be sawed off (flat) 

at the end.  They must be round and the maximum diameter was increased to 2.75 inches.  Shortly after 1900, 

Honus Wagner became the first player to be paid to have his autograph burned into Louisville Slugger bats.  

Wooden baseball bats today look similar to those of one hundred years ago.  The biggest difference is that  

todayõs are much lighter and have thinner handles. 

In the early days of baseball, hickory bats were very common.  Hickory is an extremely hard piece of wood, 

but with strength you have weight.  Hickory bats simply weigh too much for most baseball players; however, 

Babe Ruth used a 47 ounce hickory bat. 

For decades, northern white ash, harvested from Pennsylvania or New York, was the most popular wood for 

bats.  Northern white ash is used because of its hardness, durability, weight and feel.  Trees that provide the 

lumber for baseball bats are often over fifty years old and about ten percent of all northern white ash 

harvested are used for baseball bats. 

The 2001 baseball season had Barry Bonds hit seventy-three home runs in a season.  Soon it was learned that 

Bonds was using a maple wood baseball bat, rather than the standard bats made out of white ash.  For years 

maple was too heavy to make an effective bat.  Recent technology in drying wood has created bats with lower 

moisture content, which are light enough to be effective.  In general, maple is a denser wood than ash, and 

players figure it will give them more power when they make contact.  Half of all Major League players use 

maple bats. 

Baseball bat manufacturers keep measurements for various models (pro player specifications) in their 

computerized lathes.  Each model has different diameters from the barrel to the handle.  Billets are locked 

(Continued on page 15) 
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into the lathe, a model is selected on the computer, and in less than two minutes, the billet is shaved 

according to specifications. The bats are then sawed at the ends, sanded, treated, finished with different colors 

and engraved.  Teams order bats by the dozen for their players. 

Maple bats are three times more likely than ash to shatter.  This year, certain types of softer maple wood bats 

have been banned from MLB.  MLB looks at every bat to make sure it conforms to specifications and tries to 

minimize safety issues with those made from maple, such as breaking, flying into the stands and injuring fans.  

Bat manufacturers must carry ten million dollars of liability insurance to sell to MLB.  The extra scrutiny on 

maple bats have led some players to switch back to ash, but most players will stick with maple as long as they 

continue to get success. 

In 1924, a patent was issued to William Shroyer for the first metal baseball bat.  Despite this early patent, 

most metal bats were not seen in the game of baseball until 1970, when Worth introduced the gameõs first 

aluminum baseball bats.  Despite the popularity of aluminum bats nationwide, MLB, for competition and safety, 

has never allowed anything other than wooden bats. 

Aluminum baseball bats are lighter, stronger and can hit a baseball significantly further than those made of 

wood.  This is a result of not only less weight, but also the òtrampoline effectó that occurs when a ball hits an 

aluminum bat.  Aluminum bats are also more durable, and therefore more cost effective for college, high 

school and youth baseball leagues. 

Aluminum baseball bats are measured using their length to weight ratio, a negative number that represents 

how many ounces a bat weighs compared to its length in inches.  For example, a 32 inch bat that weighs 28 

ounces is a -4.  The largest ratio is in the range of -12 for Little League, while college and high school bats are 

restricted to a -3.  These restrictions are for safety reasons: a college or high school player swinging a very 

long and light bat would pose a danger to players on the field. 

The recently completed College World Series, including Coastal Carolinaõs òSuper Regionaló run, used 

aluminum bats and resulted in many more runs being scored than during a comparable Myrtle Beach Pelican 

game.  Aluminum or wood, explosion or tradition, Coastal Carolina or Pelicans, both modes of baseball are 

available for your viewing pleasure in the Myrtle Beach area. 

Carl Schuster 

Sports Commentator 
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New Neighbors Jim & Julie Miller 
 Jim and Julie Miller moved into their new home on 

Regent Court this past April on a pond view lot 

overlooking the Pantherõs eighth tee box they purchased 

in 2000.  They tend to think of their home as a work in 

progress since they are now into some fine tuning and 

decorating.  They moved here from Saratoga Springs, 

New York. 

The Millers vacationed in the Carolinas for the past 15 

years or so and have felt for a long time that the coastal 

Carolinas was where they wanted to retire.  They started 

their spring breaks ð as they call it ð because as a business 

owner Jim had one vacation a year and they always chose 

late March.  Their first vacation was in Pawleyõs Island and 

they worked their way north over the years to Brunswick County, visiting developments and 

communities along the way. 

Jim was the owner of a landscape architectural and design business that specialized in large community 

projects such as schools and libraries, including even a few golf courses, so he particularly enjoyed visiting 

different communities and scoping out their landscaping.  Visiting Ocean Ridge that time of year with the 

azaleas in full bloom left an impression that made selecting Ocean Ridge an easy decision.   

Jim loves the beach and is an avid golfer, playing four or five times a week with the Menõs League as well 

as individually.  He also continues to do some consulting for his former company. 

Julie, who retired after 30 years in human resources and finance with the U.S. Postal Service, signed up in 

August for the Ladiesõ League and is a member of the Ocean Ridge Book Club and a Bible study group.  

She is also part of a new cooking group, òKnead to Know,ó which will be doing a lot of hands-on events 

with a focus on education, demonstrations and some classroom instruction. 

The Millers have two daughters in the Saratoga Springs area and a son in Washington State.  They have 

two grandsons who have already visited them in their new home. 

John Pannullo 

Staff Writer 




